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fortress convent of Monte Casino, to assist his cause,
and protect him from all his enemies. Desiderius
consented at once; and with the abbot's crosier, which
lie held in his hand, pledged the fealty of his people.
Another public assemblage took place, more crowded,
more imposing; the suffrages were nearly all united in
favour of the Bishop of Ostia; when a Cardinal arose,
and urged the objection which had so often before been
overruled, that the translation of a Bishop from one see
to another was against the Canons. The whole as-
sembly rose, seized the struggling Desiderius,
hurried him into the Church of Saint Lucia,
and proclaimed him Pope, under the name of Victor IIL
Desiderius, to show his unyielding reluctance, though
arrayed in the scarlet cope, refused to put on the alb.

The Imperial Prefect, overawed by the Norman forces,
which, under Gysulf, Prince of Salerno, had accom-
panied Desiderius to Eome, and by the powerful Cen-
eius, had not ventured to disturb these proceedings.
But the Prince of Salerno seized the opportunity of
demanding the consecration of a creature of his own as
the Archbishop of that city; this was sternly refused
by Desiderius and his Bishops. The Prefect seized the
opportunity of the defection of Gysulf; collected some
troops, seized the Capitol, and threatened the safety of
the New Pope. Four days after his election Desiderius
fled from Eome; he remained three days at Arclea; at
Terracina he put off all the Papal insignia,
returned to Monte Casino, the simple Abbot,
as if determined to close his days in peace in his
humbler sphere: no remonstrances, no representations
of the desolate condition of the Church, could induce
him to resume his state; for nearly a whole year the
Church remained without an ostensible head; the Anti-
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